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LEV ALEKSANDROVICH PUCHKOV, Foreign Member of the AESS from 2002, Doctor of technical sciences, Rector of the Moscow State University of Mining, Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, He published more than 240 papers in the field of exploitation of solid mineral deposits, mine aeorology, management of mining technological processes, education of mining engineers, and the like. He authored 12 monographs, 7 textbooks, 2 handbooks, 16 education-methodological instructions and 6 patents. He has also given great contribution to the education of mining experts through supervising 25 M.Sc. and 8 Ph.D. theses. 

After graduating from the Moscow Mining Institute in 1961, L. A. Puchkov started to work as a junior research associate in an institute of the USSR Academy of Sciences. After completing the M.Sc. studies in 1963 he joined the Moscow Mining Institute, where he has worked continuously to the present day: as an assistant at the Chair for Aerology and Work Safety (1966-1967), then as assistant professor (1967-1976) and professor (1978-1981). He obtained the title of doctor of technical sciences in 1974. In 1992 he became the head of the Chair for technology, mechanization and organization of underground coal exploitation. He was elected Vice-rector of the Moscow Mining Institute in 1987. 

In 1991 L. A. Puchkov was elected a corresponding member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. He is a full member of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, International Academy of Sciences of High Schools, Russian Academy of Mining Sciences, and Russian Academy of Engineering. 

At the Moscow State Mining University (former Moscow Mining Institute) Professor Puchkov has given a great contribution to the development of this top scientific school for underground mining systems. 

L. A. Puchkov is a member of the Certification Collegium for Mining Education in Russia; he is the chairman of the body for unification of education of mining professionals in Russia and co-leader of the Scientific-Educational Centre of the Russian Academy of Sciences. He is the chairman of the Section for the problems of exploitation of solid mineral resources, deputy president of the Expert Council of Earth Sciences of Russia, member of the Bureau of the Council of the State Scientific-Technical Programme “Ore Wealth of Russia”, member of the Presidency of the Council of Rectors of Moscow City, deputy chairman of the Scientific Council of the Russian Academy of Sciences for the field of mining sciences. 

Under the rectorial leadership of L. A. Puchkov, the Moscow Mining Institute has been transformed into the Moscow State Mining University, as the leading scientific and educational institution for training mining professionals in Russia. 

L. A. Puchkov is a member of the editorial board of the journals “The Mining Journal”, “Coal”, “Physico-technical Problems of Mineral Resources Exploitation”, “Journal of Mining and Metallurgy”, etc.

During the recent years Professor Puchkov has been involved in the investigations in the area of the development of intensive and safe exploitation of deposits aiming at rational utilization of mineral resources, then on the development of automation and management of technological processes of mining, and the like. The results of these studies have found their application in a large number of mines throughout Russia.

Professor Puchkov is a member of the International Association of Mining Professors, member of the Permanent Council of the International Symposium on Operational Research and Computerization in the Mineral Industry (APCOM), member of the Organizational Committee of the International Symposium on Environmental Research (SWEMP), as well as of the International Symposium on Technologies and Mechanization of Exploitation of Useful Mineral Resources (MPES). He is the principal coordinator of the co-operation between Russia and the USA in the domain of mining research, etc. 

He is a member of the Association of Engineers of Mining, Metallurgy and Geology of the USA, Doctor honoris causa of the University of Miskolc (Hungary), University of Mining and Geology of Sofia (Bulgaria) and the Petroshan University (Romaina). He is also an honorary professor of the Shanghai Mining Institute and National Mining Academy of Ukraine. 

For his accomplishments in science and education Professor Puchkov has received a number of awards and acknowledgements such as “Meritorious Creator of the Russian Federation”, medals “A. A. Skochinskii” and “N.V. Mel’nikov”. He is also a holder of the decorations “Badge of Honour”, “Miner’s Glory of I, II and III Order” and the medal “In Memory of 850 Years of Moscow City”

